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TABLE QUESTION ADDRESSED WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE? WHAT SHOULD THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION DO? 

1 How can we improve 
road safety in cities? 

o Data about crashes, especially from hospitals, to 
be shared between road safety decision takers 

o Modes of urban transport to be segregated 
wherever possible 

o Specific consideration to be given for the needs 
of particular road user groups e.g. the elderly 

o The discrete needs of inhabitants, employees, 
and visitors must be carefully balanced 

o Encourage national authorities to stimulate the 
transfer of crash outcome data, especially from 
the public health community, to a central body 
responsible for its analysis 

o Support national initiatives with potential for 
pan-European application such as CycleRAP 

o Extend scope of recent EC-funded analytical 
work on older road users to include other 
categories of VRU in cities 

2 How can the EU 
improve the safety of 
its road infrastructure? 

o Use alternatives to EU legislation as adoption 
and implementation takes too long 

o Expert exchanges will support professional 
capacity building in road infrastructure 

o Focus on protection of vulnerable road users, 
vehicle automation and ITS, risk rating and 
target setting for roads, and harmonised 
approach to road infrastructure safety 
management 

o Monitor the actual implementation of road 
safety management procedures and their 
impact as there are no mandatory reporting 
obligations on the Member States 

o See road safety assessment of designs providing 
early identification of dangerous infrastructure 
as a highly desirable complement to road safe 
audit ex post facto 

o Encourage the exchange of best practice 
o Stimulate engagement with civil society 
o Provide funding opportunities for road safety 

improvements under existing programmes such 
as Connecting Europe, H2020 or the European 
Fund for Strategic Investments 

o Prepare and present an EC Communication on 
road safety to demonstrate the EU’s 
commitment to stimulate action 

o Create a Road Safety Agency to act as a stimulus, 
guide and information exchange for renewed 
member state effort 

o Improve inter-service coordination 
o Hold a High Level event during the Maltese 

presidency 
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TABLE QUESTION ADDRESSED WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE? WHAT SHOULD THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION DO? 

3 Speed reduction 
should not be the only 
way to reach 3-star or 
better on motorways 

o Set a 3-star or better benchmark! 

o Recognise that TEN-T motorways with speed 
limits of less than 120 km/h may not be fulfilling 
their prime purpose of providing quick and 
direct connections  

o Note that decreasing speed limits e.g. from 130 
km/h to 120 km/h could increase a star rating 
from 3 to 4 - but speed limits need to be 
enforced 

o Challenge legislators promoting increases in 
speed limits on motorways e.g. to 150 km/h 

o Internal EuroRAP debate on unenforced speed 
limit reductions leading to ‘misleading’ star 
rating increases 

o Encourage engagement between stakeholders 
to debate and decide speed limits appropriate 
to the infrastructure and volume and types of 
traffic 

o Promote variable speed limits on motorways 
where application could have a positive impact 

o Focus attention on the adverse consequences 
of resource withdrawal from enforcement (e.g. 
ETSC has found that 1 in 7 drivers on Belgian 
motorways exceed 140 km/h, which is 20 
km/h in excess of the limit)  

4 Extend 
implementation of 
2008/96/EC beyond 
the TEN-T 

o Extend RISM principles to high volume national 
roads because “we are EU citizens when we 
travel not only on the TEN-T but also on other 
national roads” 

o Member states should be encouraged to act on 
a voluntary basis but with clear guidance from 
EC so that Europe as a whole aspires to and one 
day attains pan-European consistency  

 

o Draw attention to the need to reduce crashes 
on the non-TEN-T 

o Subsidiarity must not be an excuse for inaction; 
the cause of saving lives and reducing injuries 
on Europe’s roads is too important 

o Use all ‘soft options’ to encourage member 
states to deploy RISM tools more widely 

o Information on RISM between national road 
authorities should be shared 

o Explore potential for pan-European road 
classification 
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TABLE QUESTION ADDRESSED WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE? WHAT SHOULD THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION DO? 

5 How can we improve 
road safety in under-
performing member 
states? 

o Wider awareness of specific situations of transit 
countries with typically high HGV volumes 

o Reduce differences in approach to traffic safety 
among member states 

o Rigorous approach to vehicle inspection 
o Measure safety performance on consistently, 

regularly but not too frequently 
o Renewed effort to educate drivers including, in 

some countries, application of a more 
demanding licence application process 

o Encourage infrastructure planning beyond the 
TEN-T to take account of the particular safety 
challenges of transit countries 

o Establish a forum for transit countries to 
facilitate the exchange of best practice and 
promote a pan-European approach 

o Strive to reach a pan-European minimum 
standard 

6 How can we stop 
wrong way driving on 
motorways? 

o Implement countermeasures currently available 
such as the informative (navigation devices, 
radio, electronic display panels, V2V 
communication) and the preventative (signs, 
aural warnings)  

o Implement enhanced design features on 
entrance slip roads to reduce wrong way risk 

o Recognise the issue, analyse its dimensions and 
especially its impact on VRUs, and encourage 
member states to take action  
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TABLE QUESTION ADDRESSED WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE? WHAT SHOULD THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION DO? 

7 ITS standards in the EU o  ITS in a digital environment needs to be 
standardised: 

 

User

Vehicle
Infra-

structure

ITS
“Leagal matters” “Digital maps”

 
 

o Renewed effort to achieve greater 
harmonisation of traffic regulations and signs 

o Wider public understanding and acceptance 
o Analysis of safety benefits from future large-

scale implementation needs to be undertaken 
alongside assessment of likely costs 

o I2V technologies seem attractive but how 
realistic are they in this era of austerity 
economics? 

o Do we know whether there will be road safety 
benefits or disbenefits from the likely scenario of 
mixed ITS-reliant and non-ITS-reliant vehicles or 
infrastructure? 

o Following the currently ongoing public 
consultation, continue the excellent work of 
the C-ITS Platform 
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TABLE QUESTION ADDRESSED WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE? WHAT SHOULD THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION DO? 

8 How do we design 
safer roads? 

o Begin by realising that “it’s so much more than 
a technical issue”: it involves education 
(recognising the role played by the ‘forgotten’ 
element of the safe system), identifying the 
right analytical processes, and commitment 
from decision takers both technical and political 

o Ways to involve administrations at all levels  
o Make the design process accessible and easy to 

understand 
o Recognise that “no management without 

measurement” but essential to measure safety 
performance according to a generally accepted 
methodology 

o Complement EC’s RISM Committee (meeting 
annually) with a stakeholder platform (meeting 
quarterly) to encourage member states to 
share best practice of actual engagements with 
civil society to deliver national road safety 
improvements 

o  
   

 


