
In this issue, you will see how rapidly
our programme is developing in
Europe and around the world. Road
assessment results have been
published in Sweden, the UK and the
Netherlands over the last few weeks.
The first usRAP report has been
published and iRAP (the International
Road Assessment Programme) is
starting work in Costa Rica and
South Africa. The FIA Foundation
has begun its global campaign to
bring road safety to the attention of
the G8 (see page 6). 

Call for action on TERN

In May we reported that the EC had
issued a consultation on the shape of
new legislation to make roads safe
across Europe. EuroRAP has now

presented its response to the
Commission calling for legislation
that bites and, in particular, calling for
the TERN (Trans European Road
Network) to be brought up to a 4-star
standard along its entire length. 
Click here to see EuroRAP’s
response in full. 

Focus on EuroRAP work in Spain

RACC, the Spanish motoring club,
has recently published a 
substantial report covering its work

with EuroRAP. To read the report, 
click here. 

Conference special...

I was delighted to meet so many
EuroRAP members at our
conference in The Hague last month.
See page 4 of this issue for more
special reports from the conference.

Fully deserved recognition

Finally, EuroRAP was delighted that
David Lynam (pictured), TRL’s Chief
Research Scientist, has been
recognised in Britain for his road
safety work across Europe. 
David, who has been
an invaluable
contributor to
EuroRAP since it
began, receives the
OBE civil honour for
his exemplary service. 

Campaign gathers pace
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Every year, Europeans suffer 
1.3 million road crashes. The result
is 40,000 deaths and 1.7 million
injuries. The suffering to families and
friends cannot be measured but what
can be measured are the economic
costs. The costs of a serious road
accident in which someone dies are
widely accepted as being at least
€1.5 million. And, because many
serious crashes involve young
people, the costs of an accident in
which people survive can be even
higher because of the costs of caring
for a youngster crippled for life.
Every year, about €165 billion –
equal to 2 per cent of Europe’s gross
national product – bleeds away in
road deaths and injuries. 

Yet a new EuroRAP survey shows
that most Europeans are shockingly

ignorant of the true economic costs
of this appalling waste of human and
community resources. When nearly
2,000 people were asked to estimate
the cost of a single serious crash,
nearly two thirds of them thought the
figure in their country was under
€100,000 – less than 10 per cent of
the real cost!

Most people unaware 
of crashes’ real cost
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‘What do you think is the total
cost of a single serious accident
on the road, including the cost of
the police attending, ambulances,
hospital costs, legal costs,
insurance claims and other
personal costs?’ – see chart P3
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EuroRAP’s recent conference in 
The Hague focused on its plans for
2007-2009, the period covered by
forthcoming bids for a third phase of
funding for the programme. While
maintaining progress in current
EuroRAP countries, EuroRAP III 
will focus on new EU member states
and the Trans European Road
Network (TERN), with eight 
projects getting under way across
Europe to demonstrate the
application of EuroRAP’s network
safety upgrading guidelines.  

In addition, attendees heard that
excellent progress is being made on
EuroRAP projects in Ireland, Spain,
Germany, Sweden, and Great
Britain. There were also
presentations of work conducted in
Belgium, the Netherlands, Italy,

Iceland, Britain, Switzerland, Norway,
Czech Republic and Slovakia. Plus
there was information about the
iRAP (International Road
Assessment Programme) project in
South Africa.

Other business conducted 
during the first two days of the
conference included the finance 
and administration report being
considered and approved by the
General Assembly. Also, the Road
Safety manager of Switzerland’s
TCS motoring club, Jean-Marc
Thévenaz, was welcomed onto the
EuroRAP board, while Niklas
Thorslund, the EuroRAP
Programme Director for Sweden’s
Motormännens Riksförbund motoring
club, was re-elected. 

On the third day, the ANWB and

EuroRAP held a conference with
Guido van Woerkom, the President
of the Dutch motoring club, as
Chairman. John Dawson, Chairman
of EuroRAP, introduced the
programme and its aims. This was
followed by presentations about
progress on EuroRAP projects in
Spain, Britain, Sweden and
Germany. After a panel discussion,
there was a speech by Karla Peijs
(pictured below), the Dutch Minister
of Transport, Public Works and
Water Management. The third day
closed with an international press
conference of the Dutch results.

Conference highlights 
progress by EuroRAP
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ANWB is a highly regarded motoring
institution in the Netherlands and,
with 4 million members, it can
communicate directly with around
half of the country’s motorists. The
new focus on road design is now
extending that member dialogue to
include the road infrastructure. Ferry
comments: “ANWB has been very
involved in road design and building
for more than 100 years. We have a
strong relationship with the Ministry
for Transport and actively participate
in many organisations over the
design and construction of roads.
We showed what we were doing to

improve road quality but we had no
quality indicator such as EuroRAP to
express the results of improvements.
Therefore this was traditionally not
something we communicated to our
members, but that is now changing.”

When he first became involved in
the EuroRAP campaign a year ago,
Ferry surveyed members to find out
what response they would have to a
campaign over improving the
country’s road infrastructure. “I was
surprised by the high percentage
concerned about the safety of roads
– although for many that concern is
less about local roads and more

about the roads they use when
motoring abroad on holiday.”

ANWB’s challenge is to help
Dutch motorists recognise the
different safety standard of roads
within the country. However, the
club’s recent assessment of
secondary roads in the south
Netherlands has made a good start.
The results showed several roads
designed within criteria set by a
nationally agreed Sustainable 
Safety Programme (SSP) fell short 
of EuroRAP standards, with the
issue brought to the public’s
attention by local, regional and
national media coverage.

Now ANWB is organising a
debate with road designers and
safety experts about incorporating
the EuroRAP standards into the SSP
to provide consistent road
assessment and design standards.
Meanwhile, it aims to raise the road
infrastructure profile further by the
end of this year, which is when it
plans to release the results of its
national survey of primary routes.

New focus on 
road design

Ferry Smith, Public Affairs Manager for the Dutch motoring
club ANWB, talks to Safer Roads Save Lives about the
impact that the EuroRAP programme is having on road
safety awareness in the Netherlands.
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On 8 June the Commission for
Global Road Safety launched the
Make Roads Safe campaign with an
urgent call to world leaders for a
$300 million, 10-year action plan to
reduce road deaths in developing
countries.

The Commission – an FIA
Foundation initiative chaired by 
Lord Robertson, the former Nato
Secretary General, which also has
F1 racing driver Michael
Schumacher as a Commissioner
– is highlighting the 3,000 adult and

500 child deaths every day on the
world’s roads. 

More than 85% of these road

deaths are in developing countries
where the loss of breadwinners
frequently throws whole families 
into poverty.

The Make Roads Safe
report highlights the role of
road assessment in reducing
road deaths and at the launch
of the campaign the World
Bank spoke about its
partnership with iRAP.

EuroRAP and iRAP are
supporting this campaign and
urging clubs to include a link
on their websites to the
campaign’s address –
www.makeroadssafe.org – 

so that individuals can register
support and organisations can
download campaign material.

EuroRAP members will, of course,
continue promoting their own
national road safety messages but
their support for this international
programme will help to raise general
awareness of the role of safer roads,
especially among new drivers as the
Make Roads Safe campaign is
targeting young motorists – an age
group that has often proved difficult
for clubs to attract. 

‘Make Roads Safe’ is 
call to world leaders
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ANWB, the Dutch motoring club, has
run a short piece in their members’
magazine showing where the
Netherlands sits in the safety ratings
of European roads.

This is a very relevant subject 
for ANWB members in the run-up 
to the summer holidays when 
7 million Dutch people will travel
abroad by car. 

ANWB asks members if they
would be interested in a star-rating
system for roads and directs them to
its website to register their views
(see www.anwb.nl). 

Could you do something similar in
your communications?

Campaign communiqué

DIARY DATES

August/September 2006: Road assessment results in Germany
Autumn 2006: Road assessment results in Ireland
September/November 2006: Launch of new risk map in Belgium
October 2006: Road assessment launch in Croatia
December 2006: New pan-European risk map
December 2006: Updated pan-European report 
23-29 April 2007: UN Global Road Safety Week featuring young road-users
May/June 2007: G8 in Germany

KEY FACT

It is estimated that each year 
1.2 million people worldwide are
killed in road crashes – that is
more than 3,000 people every day. 

Safer Roads Save Lives is produced for EuroRAP by Philippa Varey (pictured). 

Please click here with feedback on this issue, suggestions for future topics or 

to change your contact details. To email this ezine to a friend, please click here.

EuroRAP’s financial sponsors:

THEME FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
OF THE SAFER ROADS SAVE

LIVES NEWSLETTER

This newsletter takes a summer
break in August, but is back in
September when it will focus on
the next stage of EuroRAP
development. 
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